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enclosed within a complete consciousness as a smaller circle
within a larger.
As the activities of sight, hearing, etc., produce record-
images of themselves which, related to an ego, yield conscious-
ness of the activity in question, so the ego may also be under-
stood as the record-image of the sum of all activities corn-
comprehended by it. We might almost expect that all
psychic activities produce record-images, and that this is
their essential nature without which they could not be
comprised by the term ' psychic \ There is no reason to
assume that unconscious psychic activities have not the
property of yielding images as well as those that we find
presented to consciousness. And since man is, as we believe,
a living unity in himself, the conclusion would follow that the
record-images of all psychic activities are joined together in
one total image of the whole man, which if known to him
would be regarded as an ego.
I could not gainsay this assumption, but it would be an
idle dream if it were not needed as an explanatory hypothesis.
Even if the possibility of a higher consciousness should be
necessary for the explanation of certain psychic facts, it
would still remain a mere assumption; since it would far
transcend the powers of our reason to prove the existence
of a consciousness other than the one we know. There would
always remain the possibility that what lies in the darkness
beyond our consciousness might be totally different from
anything our most daring speculation could invent.
I shall return to this question in the course of my exposi-
tion. We will put it aside for the time being and turn again
to the original question of mind and body. From what has
been said, we obtain an impression^ of the nature of the
psyche as presenting and synthesizing record-images. The
mind is a series of images in the widest sense, not an accidental
juxtaposition or sequence, but a structure that is throughout
full of meaning and purpose; it is a picturing of vital activities.
And just as the material of the body that is ready for life has

